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My Also st close of Institute at 81 Clslraville,
tlons beglp at f am,

-~ Widow Shades, Ma

' House Furnisking Goods,

"JAMES DUNCAN,

Established in 1813.
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TEACHERS' EXAMINATION. |

1880-81.
Belmont County, Ohio.

#1h Setardsy of August, =L Clatrsvilie;
F) as “ Sept., Bellalre;

it - October, Barnesville;
4th ) Oetober, Martin's Ferry;
b - Nov., Morristown;
1st " Deo., 8L Clalraviile,
ist = Jaunuary, Hellsire,
1st o February, Barnesv Llie;
i.u : :mr]a. !:;-;mnm;

sl pril, 1 geport.

3 e April, Glencoe;

2d - May, Flurbiog:

ist " Juns, 8. Clatrsyille;
th - June, Bellaire,

onldls of charactor are required If
applleant is nol known 1o the Duwend; and
evidences of success In teaching are adowed
Loelr proper w«ghl..

4. M. YARSELL,

CHALEKLEY DAWSON
COUNTY SURVEYOR,

‘I‘B now propared toslvsslio bis ofMalal ju-
ttes, and wiizes all persons addressing him
tearnlsh Township ana Sectlon where sur-
% are Lo be made. Feeos §5 00 per day.
a-1r St Ulalraville, Belmon' county, .

First National Bank

orF

St. Glairﬁglle, Ohie.
CAPITAL $100,000

Banking bours from § s m. until 3 p.m.

Diseount days Tuesdays, at 10 s.m.

& Money received on deposit.

Collections e and proceeds remitted
promptly.- Exchange bought and sold.

Directors—Courat Troll, David Brown,

George Brown.
D- D. T. COWEN, Pres.

H. C. Wzpay, Usshier.

Jesse Prntt,
Hounse and fign
Painter and Glazier,

—AND—
Practical Paper Hanger,

ST. CLAIRSVILLE. 01110,

ursining, Glazing, Painting and Papering
lone on short notice. All branches of the
.rade will raaive prompt attsution,
apl-6Lf

A. BRANUM & SONS,
W holesale
Grocers,

BANK STREET.
BRIDGEPORT, OHIO.

. Garyets &1 Ol Gloths
Wall Paper,

RHugs aat:"l‘nbl Covres

A largerastock snd greater varioty than can be
ound o any other establishment In this city
and at prices lower thun offered for many
yPurs, &nnmu golng to bousskeeplng can
save money by giving us & call.

HARBOUR & DITTMAN,

148 MAIN STREET,
WHEELING, W.VA-

Maln =t., Oae Door Enst of Smlth’s izl
BRIDGEFORT, OLHID,

Keeps on hand a full stock of goods,
embracing whatever belongs to

AFirst-Glags Family Grocery

Goods Fresh and Peur!

Pricesus Lowas the Lowest
QIVEUSACATL!

National ﬂaﬂning Mills
LUMBER YARD,

BRIDGEPORT, 0.,
1., R. BAGG & SONS, PROP'S

Manufacturers of
Doors, Sash, Shatters, Frames, Mould
ings, Brackets, Paliags, SBtair Raii~
ings, Ballusters, News, and

DRESSED LUMBER,

Of every description and fealers in

Lumber,

Shingles,

Scantlingo,
Lath, Joists,
Frame-Timber,
Fire Brick and

gailders' Material in General

UNDERTAKING!

BARRETT & DAVIS,

DEALERE] I¥

COFFINS CASKETS,

AND ALLSTYLES OF

ONDERTAKING GOODS.

IThesegentlemen have pol lu store & fne
sapply n’?)uﬂml. Unskets, &e¢, which Lthey offer
at exoeedingly

LOW PRICES!

They are prepared to attend fansrala atahors
noltlee, having !n counnectl- u with their es
tablishment & good Heurso, safo Horses and a
oaroful Uriver,

BARRETT & DAVIS,
Cor. Maln nnd Falr Greend Streets,

BT. CLATRSVILLE 0.
March TE9 ly.

o Gty ol

The most complete institation in the Unit-
ed States for the thorough practical education
of ;0?’3 und middle-aged men.  Students
admitted at any time. For circulars givi
full particulsrs, address J. C. SMITH, A. M.,
Piusburgh, Pa 11 18-8w

| Bealmont Co urnty Official Directory.

_E_éllmon't Chronicle

W.A.HUNT,

Editor and Proprietor.

Published Every Thursday

Terms of Subscription:
Two Deollars Per Tear in Advance.

If nol paid within the yeur 25 per cent will
be sdded fur each year it remains unpaid.
Owrtog —South side Msin street, neariy op
posite Public School buildiong-

Common Pleas Judze— Wm. Okey.

Probate Judge—"1homas Cochran.

Clerk of Courts—Alex. C. Darrah.

Sheriff —Samuel Hilles.

Auditor— William N. Coffland.

Treasurer—Hamilton Eaton.

Prosecuting Attoroey—Alfred H. Mitchell.

r—James A. Barpes.

Commissioners—Owen Mehan, I. J. Potts,
Henry Frasher.

Surveyor—Chalkley Dawson.

Coroper—E. B, Kenuedg-

Infirmary Directors— Nathanlel Taylor,
Wm. Parkinson, James B. Ritchey.

Church Directory.

RESBYTERIAN CHURCH—Rev. R.
Alexander, pastar. Public worship every
Sabbath; morni service, 11; evenicg
service, 7. Sabl School, 9:00 a.m. Young
men's prayer meeting: Tuvesday 7 p.m.; gen-
eral prayer meeting: Wedoesday 7 p.m.
Strangers welcome to sll services.

N ETHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH—
4YA Rev, J. H. Conkle, pastor. Sabbath
preaching: 11 am.; 7 p.m. Sabbath School:
2:30 pm. Young men's meeting: Friday 7
p.m.; general prayer meeting: Thursday 7 p m.
Strangers are cordially invited to sll our
EOTVICUE,

TNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—
Rev. Thomas Balph, pastor. Sabhath
School: 10 a.m.  Public worship: 11 am.
Weekly prayer meeting: Friday 38 pm.
Moothly prayer meeting: Last Seturdsy of
each month, 2 pm. Woman's Missionary
Soriety: Last Salurdsy each mcoth, p.m.
District prayer meetings: First Tutadays,
Wednesdays Thorsdays and Saturdays each
month, 2 pm. Ycung women's prayer meel-
ing: BSecond Saturday each mooth st the
Parsonage, 1 p.m.

-

Masonic Directory.

ELMONT LODGE, No. 16, P. & A. M.
Meets every Wedoesday night, ou or be-
fore full moon,

GEORGE BUMGARNER, W. M.
M. T Cosrraxp, Sec'y.

m T. CLAIRSYILLE CHAPIER, No. 17,
k) Royal Arch Masons. Stated convoes
tions, first Friday of esch month.
C. W. CARROLL, H. P.
gssE B. MureR, Sec’y.
l ELMONT COUNCIL, No. 54, R. & 8. M.
Meets second Tuesdey of each moath.
H. R. BUMGARNER, G. M.
Gro. MroneL, Sec’y.
OPE COMMANDERY, No. 26, E. T.
Stated conclaves, first Tuesday of each

month. F. D. BAILEY, E. C.
L L 3evwiex, Rec

St. Clairsville Professional cird;.

C W. CARROLL,
-

ATTORNEY AT LAW
Collins' Block, op. H1, Clalr Holel, Main St

Hpecial attentlon given to the seltiement af
= lates, 218,

“_T B. KENNON,

ATTORNEY AT LAW,
Patlerson's Block, op Treas] Office, Maln St,

Practices before nll the Courts.
218 "W B

H & W.MITCHELL,
" ATTORNEYS AT LAW,
On corner op. St. Clalr and Natloaal Hotels.
Office onToﬂnd floor,
EHS.RBON & KENNON,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW,

Practice in all Courts of Ohlo.

T. W, ENERSON, N, E EENNON,
Burnesville. St Clairsvilie,

T. OLAIR KELLY,

ATTORNEY AT LAW,
OMce one door east of Court Houae.

Practices before nll Courts,

D D. T, COWEN,

ATTORNEY AT LAW,

North side of Main 8L, east of Marietin St

Practices before all Courts,

TALLMAN & BON,

ATTORNEYS AT LAW,
Office Northwest Cor, Maln and Marictta Sts,

—_—

J. F.Taliman, Notary Publle.

q A. JOHNSTON,
e

Attorney and Counselor at Lae.
OMce, three doors east of Court House,

Will praciiese in Belmonti and n.djoluloi
ocunniits, &5 8-u0

BOY YOUR
MARBLE AND CRANITE
AT BT. CLAIRBVILLE,

AND SAVE TEN PER CENT.
Best Italian Marble, Scotch and Amer-
ican Granite Monuments, Head-
stone, &¢. dons in best style.

EVANS & BENTLEY.
Estimn»'es furnised on application. 1,28-1y

Miscellaneous Business Cards.
LI DANFORD, '
ATTORNEY AT LAW,

Office In rovms formerly occupled by Dr. M
W. Junkins, on F&nmoal sireet,

BELLAIRE, OHIO,

Will practice in the Common Pleas, State
and Federnl Courta.

Wi B TALLMAN,
ATTORNEY AT LAW

BELLATRR, ON1o.

Collections promptlly attend to.
AYLOR & HOLLISTER,

ATTORNEYS AT LAW,

8, W. corner Fifth and Walnot Sta., Johnson's
Building, m I

CINCINNATI, OHIO.
Pinctiea{ the Unitad States,

8. & A. P. LAUEY,

ATTORNEYS AT LAW,
And Solicitors of Patents uand Clalma,

Practice In the Bupreme Conrl ana Court of
Clnimsnand appear bofore all the Departmenis,
Promploess and salisfaciion given In all bual-
nesy entrusisd to them. Oorrespondenocs wo-
folted, 529 Tth 8L, op. P. O, Department,

GeENERAL Wryrsorr, of Columbus, im&;
been renominated by the President to
his present office of Pension Agent for.
Ohio.

—_———m—————————
Tae Democrats are trying to induce
some lesding Republican to openly tuks
the field against Secretary Shermin

The game will hardly work,
—_—— - —— — —
On1o talent was given another

dorsement by the appointment of Con-
gressmen McKinley and Taylor to the
vacancies on the Commitltees on Ways
and Means and Judiciary.

it~

Court have decided,

Tne Supreme !

Justice Swayne giving the opinion, that
when in the adjustment of the affairs of
un insolvent Nationul bunk any of the
stockholders failed to pav their share of |
the bank’s liabilities, the deficiency
conld not be assessed upon the remain- |
ing stockholders. I

= e

Rev. JonNy Hawkiss, a leading tem- |
perance worker, writes 2 long letter to
the Journal and Messenger, of Ciuncin-
nati, in which he expresses great doubts
whether the proposed “local option law™
would be constitational. He says that |
he has consulted with a number of
prominent attorneys upon the subject,
who all agree that the Legislature can- |
not constitutionnlly pass an act of that |
cheracter. The Constitution of Ohio de-
clares that the General Assembly may
by law provide against the evils result-
ing from the sale of intoxicating liquos, |
but he claims that such laws must be |
general in effect, and that there is no |
power couferred in the Constitution
whereby one portion of the people may
adopt suech luws and another portion rl.--:
jeet them. In other words, whiie mu-|
nicipal corporations may legally vote for |
or against laws levying taxes for local |
purposes, vel no criminal law ean be en- |
acted which is not general in its pro-|
visions. |

——— -

The Queen of Home. [
Honor the dear old mother, Time has
scattered snowy flakes on ler hru\\‘.|
plowed deep furrows on ber cheeks, but
is she not sweet and beantiful now?
The lips are thin and slhirunken, but
those ure the lips wlhich have kissed |
many a hot tear from the childish |
cheeks, and they are the sweetest lips in
the world. The eye is dim, yet it glows|
with the soft radianee that can never|
fude. Ab, yes, she is a dear old mother. ‘.
The sands of life are nearly run out, but, |
feeble as she is, she will go further and
rench down lower for you lhamll
any other upon earth. Yon can not eu-
ter a prison whose bars can keep ner
oot; you can not mount a scaffold I.uu‘
high for her to reach that she may kiss
and bless you in evidence of her denth-'
less love when the world shall despise !
and forsake you; when it leaves you by
the wayside to perish unnoticed, the dear |
old mother will gather you in her feeble
urms uand carry you home and tell you
all the virtues until you almost forget
your soul is disfigured by vices. I;D\'t"
her tenderly, and cheer her declining
years with holy devotion.

Coming Eclipses of the Sun.

On Friday, December 31, the sun will,
when rising west of Eastport, in Maine,
be partially eclipsed; at Boston about a
third, Washington nearly half, ete., but
as we proceed toward the West, less
and less of the eclipse will be visible,
and along the Mississippi the eclipse
will end at or before the sun rises; east
of Eustport the whole of the eclipse may
L seen; also in nearly the whole of the
North Atlantic, in the west of Europe
and in the northwest of Africa; but at
no pluce will it be central, and where
largest (latitude 65, longitude 4pig®c
west), less than three-quarters of its
surface (.70) will Le obscured. At the
time of this eclipse both sun and moon
are at about their least possible dis-
tunce from the earth, which is remarka-
ble; moreover, this eclipse is the second
large one of the sun in this country in
the same year, which is also very rure,
The eclipse of January 11 was total in
California, in a narrow strip of about
twenty miles wide from the ocean, in
latitude 36= northeast to Nevada, so
that the duration of totality at the sta-
tion Sycamore, on the Contral Pacifie
railroad, where it wus well observed,
was only balf a minute (30,8 seconds,)
but it was the last totul eclipse in the
United States within twenty years. The
ecltpse of December 31 will take place
at Harvard Observatory, Cambridge, as
follows:

H. M. 5.
Sun rises about one-third eclipsedat 7 30 00
Greatest ohscuration (.46, o-. B 12 30
Eclipse ends 9 11 37

The next eclipse of the sun at Boston
(.54) will oceur early in the afternoon of
March 16, 1885, and it will be annual in
north part of California and Montara.
This is the third return of the annular
eclipse, so finely observed at a lighthouse
near Nuntucket, Febrnary 12, 1831
The next total eclipse of the sun in
the United States will take place in the
forencon of May, 28 1900, when the
the shadow of the moon will pass from
New Orleans to the ocean, near Norfolk.
and cause n total eclipse under the cen-
tral line of nearly a minute and a half,
and u very large eclipse (.02) in Wash-
ington, Baltimore, Philadelphia, New
York, Boston, etc.

The next total eclipse of the sun in
any part of the earth will take place in
the forenoon of May 17, 1882, when the
shadow of the moon, at about 9 & m.
(local time), will pass across the north-
ern ends of the Red Sea, in latitude
about 27 =, and longitude 84° east, and

quite near the Isthmus of Suez. The
duration of totality there will be about
a minute and a quarter, and as the
eclipse promises to be fine there it prob-
ably will be observed by some astrono-
mers from Europe, and perhaps from

WABHINGTON DO sep26LL

BOND PAPER.

The Care Taken to Make it and Keep
It Secret.

Boston Special to Chicnso Tribane
luving been
= paper being
foumd in pe it the forger Brock-
wiy and gang, the officers in charge of

Considersble cousmoent

made relutive 10 the

SSESST0Nn «

the mill where the bank-note paper has
VT @ Venr st were in-
terviewed this morning. The mill is lo-
cated al Coltsville, in the eastern part of
the town of Pittsfield, near the Dalton
line, nud the paper is manufactured un-

been made for «

der a contruet with the Messrs, Cranes
bend-paper akers, for several years
Officers representiog the Government
and Treasury Department located in
Colisviile say that the paper captured is
not even an imitation, or at least a very
poor one, of the distinetive puper used
ten yvears ago. The paper now made not
only contalus fibre, but also has threads
running through the sheets, so that
each bank bill has a ved silk thread run-
ning down vne side and seross the ends,
and with the precaution taken at the
mill and shipment of the paper it is im-
possible for ountside parties to obtain it,
or for the officers or watchmen to be in
collusion with the counterfeiters. None
but the best posted of the operutives of
Crane & Co., aud those who have been in
their employ a long time, are employed
in the mannfacture, and especially from
the time the pulp receives the silk fibre
every process of manufacture is under
the closest inspection of the officials.
The sheets ure counted and inspected by
ludies employed by the Treasury Depart-
ment, nedrly all of whoin have been in
that branch of the service for a long
time.

Coming to Berkshire eounty when the
vontract was trunsferred from the Penn-
aylvania contractor, each sheet is exam-
ined and pussed through ten other ope-
ratives for inspection. Every sheet is
accounted for, spoiled ones being care-
fully watehed while being again torn np
and made into pulp. Each employe is
searched on leaving or entering the mill-
The mill 1t=eif is carefully guarded by
Government employes night and day. A
gtationed at Pittsfield con-
stantly visits the mill at all times, day
and night, when least exvecied. When
shipments are made the paper is placed
in irou-bound packages, sealed. A guard
rides on the wagoh from Coltsyille to
Pittsfield station, where it is delivered
to the American Express Company in a
cur under Government protection. A
dgtective rides in the car to Bridgeport,
Conn., where another Treasury oflicer
takes churge of it, taking it to New
York, where it is delivered to the Sab-
Treasury, and from there sent to Wash-
ington to be printed wpon. No visitor
is allowed in the mill under any circam-
stances, and every precaution possibieis
tiken to prevent even the smullest piece
fromn getting inte the hands of outside
purties. Nor has such a thing ever oc-
eurred. So they are emphatie in their
denial of the report that counterfeiters
had the distinetive paper used by the
Gouvernment, or even a fair imitation,

e
A Farmer's Offset.

A “hired man™ who has been employ-
ed on a farm in this eounty for several
months entered suit agninst his employer
the other day for balance of wages,
anounting, as he claimed, to 832, The
suit was on trial in Justice alley yester-
day, and it looked at first as if the plain-
tiff had a clear case. He gave dates and
figures in a straightforward way, and
seemed a very honest young man.

“I elaim an offset for that 832. No
man need sue me for what T honestly
owe."”

“What is your offset " asked the law-
yer.

“He's an unbeliever.”

“In what?"”

“Why, in the Bible.”

“What has that to do with your owing
him 232 ¥”

“It has a heap to do with it. I had
gix hands in my employ, and we were
rushing things when I hired tnis man.
He hadn't been with us two days when
they stopped the reaper in the middle of
the forenoon to dispute about Daniel
in the lion’s den, and in three days we
had a regular knock-down about the
whale swallowing Jonah, The man who
run the mower got to arguing about
Samson and drove over a stump and
damauged the machine to the tune of 810,
and the very next day my boy broke his
leg while climbing a fence to hear the
row which was started over the child-
ren of Israel going through the Red sea-
It wasn't n week before my wife said
she didn’t believe Elijah was fed by the
ravens, and hang me if [ didn't find my-
self growing weak on Noah and his
flood. That's my offset siv: and if he was
woltn anything I wonld sue Lim for a
thousand dollars besides.

The court reserved its decision for 24
hours.—[ Detroit Free Press,

detective

IHuminating Oils.

The State Supervisor of Oils for Ohio
bas issued a cirenlar calling attention
to the provision of the statutes in aegard
to illuminating oils as follows;

Skre. 307, If any person for or as
agent for any other person sells, or at-
tempts to sell, toany person in this
State, and such oils to be consumed with-
in the State for illominating purposes,
whether manufactured in this State or
not, before having the same inspected
as provided in this chapter, he shall be
find in any sum not less than one hun-
dredd and not exceeding three hundred
dollars.

Swi, 208, Whoever knowingly uses for
illuminating purposes, any oil or pro-
duet of petrolenm except such vil known
as crude petroleum, before the same has
been inspected and branded by the State
Supervisor or his Deputy, as hereinafter
provided, shall be fined in any sum not
exceeding one hundred dollars, nor less

this country also.—[Boston Advertise.

than twenty dollars.

A Christmas Greeting.

Wave, mystic bongh, with all thy pearls,
Shine, little pearls, 9'er bench and stall,
In poor man’s cottage, rich man's hall,

Malke glad our loving boys and girls.

And gladden vs of longer years,
Made children by thy happy glow,
Recalling froin the long ago

Dead kisses and forgotten tears.

Weweavethy tints with those that gleam
More bravely in the holly spruvs,
And weaving, muse of ancient days,
And musing, see as those who dream.

The forest giades, the solemn night,
‘Bhe glory where the moonbeams slunt,
The far-off Druidical chant,

The glinting robes —the pagan rite.

And then from out the durkness leaps
4 light—around the holly borne—
A light that on that Christmas morn

First broke upon Jud®an steeps,

In golden shafts whieh flush'd the wind
With glory, borne o'er every sea,
The herald of great good to be—
Freedom and hope for all mankind.

Wave, mystic bough! To thee belong
The praises that I fain would sing;
From out the wintry wooedlands bring

The gladness of thy thrushes' song.

The foliage died on bank and hyre,
The pale leaves duttered stricken dead,
The rain clouds guthered overhead,
The West was lit with sullen fire.

Earch tree drew on its snowy hood,
Or bared gaunt arms, while you between
Shone out—a fush of golden green
Upon the darkness of the wood.

Shine now on all our durkn'd days,
On hearth and howe, on voung and old,
And teach some bearts to fling their gold
As thou thy light, in straiten’d ways.

Shine now, that underneath thy leaves
The custom old may live anew,
And kisses fall, when hearts are true,
As plentiful as antumn sheaves.

Shine out on all, and fur and wide—
On cheeks where lingers yet the tear,
On hearts so weary of the year—

A tlash of joy this Christmas tide!

— - ——

AT MISS QUIGLEY’S.

A HOLIDAY STORY.

“I think, girls, we ought to apologize,*
Josn Bramley said, as, with her three
companions, she sat intbe school-room
Christmas morning. “I was dreadfully
impertinent about the window, though
I'm sure 1 had no idea what [ was say-
ing. And that immage was too bad.”

“It was too funny for anything,” laugh-
el Lon Tavlor. “If I hadn't laughed
when 1 did, 1 know I should Lave gone
off like a torpedo!”

“But, if we apologize,” suggested Sue,
“it will look as if we wanted to get rid
of our impositions.”

“I'm sure I do, for one,” sighed Claire,
who was not the most brilaint scholar of
them all.

“We can do them first,” said Joan,

“and then go—"

“In solemn procession,” interrupted
Sue; “in sack-cloth and ashes. If we
tie our papers with crape it will add to
the effect.”

*1've a crape tie you may use,” said
Lou. “Butseriously,l Lthink Joan is right.
I am ashamed that Miss Quigley saw
that image.”

“Well, then,” cried Sue, let's work like
Trojans now.”"

While the four are busily at work
over the books, we may take time to re-
late the transgression for which they
were thus condemned to do tasks upon &
holiduy. They were the only boarders
remaining at Miss Quigley's boarding
school through the holidays. Their
homes were in East Machias, & town so
far “down East” in Maine that in win-
ter there was no gettingto it without a
voyuge, beside which a trip to the North
pole was a trifde; 0 they were to re-
main at school for the entire year., Lou
and Sue were sisters; Joan Branley
their cousin, and Clara Thornton an
old neighbor.

The day before Christmas Claire had
said, sadly enough, that this would be
the first Christmas of her life without a
tree,

“lLet's have one, then,” said Sue, bold-
Iy.

“It is impossible!” said her sister,

**And what's impossible can’t be,
And never, never comes to puss.'"”

“The great Napoleon,” returned Sue,
“has the credit of remarking that im-
possible is the adjective of a very help-
less sort of people.  Why shouldn’t we
have a tree "

“1f we had one to fix!"”

“Oh, dear!"” sighed Claire ; “and there's
woods and woods of them over there.”

“I'll tell you!" eried Sue, jumping up
and sending the contents of the work-
basket inall directions, “Tommy Twinx!"

“Tommy Twinx?

“I wish, Sue,” remarked Loun, withan
air of pathetic resignation, “that you
wouldn't box the compass so often with
the things in our basket. What has
Tommy Twinx todo with the tree ¥

“We'll have him to get it!"”

“Good!" said Joan, grimly. “Miss
Quigley has never seen me speak to
Sammy Twinx but onee, und, to pay for
it, 1 had to add a perfect ocean of fig-
ures!”

“1 remember,” added Lou, “Ilow aw-
fully shocked the Griffiness was when
she heard him say, “Thers's millions in
it!" °sSlang, Miss Taylor!" she said, “‘Yeu
may wdd the saine bgures, and will re-
ceive two demerits.”

“1"ll see to Tommy,"” said Sue, when
they had done langhing at her sister's
imitation of Miss Quigley. “But how
will you get the tree into the house ?”

“Have him leave it under the window
behind the fence,and we'll put it into
the room.”

Of course, the girls were delighted
with the boldness of the plan, and en-
tered into it with all zest, Tommy Twinx
wis the son of a widow who lived next
door to the schoel, and who did wash-
ing for che pupils. Tommy’'s clothes, as
Lou said, were & “miracle of patches,”
but both they and he were always clean
and tidy, He was regarded as an ally
of the girls, and did various errands,
which, although not very harmful, were
to bekept from *‘The Griffiness,’ as Miss
Quigley was ealled.

And that brings us to Miss Quigley
herself, who, as head of the school, cer-
tainly deserves to be honored with some
particular notice. She was a tall, dried-
up lady, with erect figure, a nose like a

hawk's beak, and piercing black eyes.
Her thin hair was brushed bach from

her face, and twisted iunto a compact

knob at the top of her hewd ; there was « |

to cat up their candle, which was, for-
tunately, a lonz one, and they fastened

tradition in the scliool that when this | the pieces to the boughs with hairpins.

wis untwisted Miss Quigley’s form lost

The girls had, before the tree was

its ercctuess, ler dignity fell away from | talked of, prepared gifts for each other,

her, und there remained but a wreck or]

the severe teacher. She moved witha
spasmodie, automatic motion, as if she

wus controlled by machidery within, of |

and their home friends had sent pres-
ents for each to sowme one else of the
four.

It wuas casy for them to find some-

which, it muy be surmised, her knob was | thing for Patty, so there were a goodly

the key. She shook hands with a rapid,
liery jerk, swooping down upon a visitor
with a sidewise motion, not unlike the
pounce of a tish-hawk

The worthy lady was muoch aflicted
with neuralgia, for the relief of which
painful disease she had swallowed un-
heard-of quantities of anodyne liniment,
until she seemed to be quite soaked full
of that odoriferous compound, and all
her garments, and her every breath,shesdl
pungent fragrunce on the breeze,

“she will never die like other folks,”
Sue snid; “she will turn into eongealed
liniment—something like spermaceti. A

tree for the healing of the nations wiil |

probably grow out of her grave. Her
breath grows stronger as she grows
weaker, and [ dont think death will
ever be able to take it.”

The lady bad very strict notions of
propriety, and allowed Ler pupils very
little freedom. All their pocket-money
she took charge of; and, having been
told that herown ill-health was the re-
sult of too free indulgence in sweets in
her youth, she took guod care that the
gitls should escape a like danger.

But whiie we have thus digressed to
tell ot Tommy Twinx and Miss Quigley,
sue hus concluded her arrangements
with the former, and has been promised
the “best little tree in MeKeen woods.”

The girls were busy all day, making
gifts or arranging for the festival,

“I say, J.ou,” Claire remarked, “if I
put on my crape tie for you, will you
look astonished, and pretend that itis
new "

“Of course, only don't rob yourself.,”

“Oh, I can’t wear it,” answered Lhe
other, with the utost candor. “It is
too much soiled.”

“:Large was her bounty, and her soul
sincere,’ " returned Lou, who was forev-
er quoling something.

“Girls,” said Joan, in her solemn voice,
which meant that something important
was coming. “Let's ask Sluvey.”

“What?"

“Invite Sluvey!”

“The Grifliness would tear her limb
from litb if she found it out,” said Lou,
“and probably devour her with liniment-
siuce afterwurd.”

“Dut she won't find
Joan., “It is Christmas, aud 'atty won't
hiive any good time if we don't invite
her.”

Slavey was a tiny naid-of-all-work,
with large eves, appaiently strained
open by the extremely Lizht braiding of
her hair; sbe moved w.ih a frightened
air, every step an apology for her presu-
ming to walk at all.

“Well, ask Slavey, thep," Sue said, ‘and
all save your cockies from supper.
They'll help make a show. If the Grif-
finess did not couut Lhewn we might have
more.”

“We must stop abusiug old Quig,” said
her sister. thoughtfully. *“lt would
tronble mamma.”

*+0ld Quig! " laughed Claire. ‘What's
that but abuse?"”

*“Blessed little mother!” sighed Sue.
“She'd pever say harm of u mosquito;
and that | take to be the piun wle of hu-
man meekness.”

So the girls chatted, and the Jday wore
on. Supper was eaten, and they waited
with all patience for 9 o'clock, which
was regular bedtime. Sue, behind the
back of the mistress, occupied herself in
making candy-bags from tarletan, al-
though the others couldn’t imagine what
she expected to put in them.

The longest evening must close, and
at lust the time came for them to take
up their candle and file solemnly to the
large square chamber, which for the va-
cation they all occupied together.

“Hurrah!" cried Lou, s soon as the
chamber door closed behind them, ‘Now
for the tree! On with the dance, let the
joy be unconfined!”

And shie threw open the window, and
begun to pull vlgorvosly at the string to
which the tree was altached.

“Be careful! the string isa't very stout!

Sue spoke too late. Snap! Thecord
was btoken, and the four girls stood
looking at each other in blank dismay.

“0Oh, Lou!l”

“*"Pwas ever thos since childhood’s
hour,'” quoted Lou, the incorrigible.
“I'm dreadfully sorry. Wouldn't I do
for a tree?”

“Well,” said Claire, dropping discon-
solately upon the bed, *I knew some-
thing would happen.”

“something will happen,” retorted Sue,
“Can’t we get a slip noose on to it."

“1'll tell you!” cried John, more exci-
tedly than was her wont; “see here!™

As she spoke she dragged out of the
worsted shawl upon which she had been
knitting down stairs, one of the long
steel needles. Fortunately it was not
brittle, and she was able to bend it into
a very tolerable hook.

“Simple Simon went a-fishing,' " sang
Lou. Won't it be *hooking,’ to geta
tree in this way?"”

“The string won't hold!” Joan said;
and, before they knew what she was
doing she had the sheets off her bed, and
tied together at the curners.

To this the hook wus fastened, and
Sue began to fish.

“Do you feel a bite?" asked Claire,
who was clinging to the angler's skirts
to prevent her from tumbling out of the
window. ;

“I've caught it! I'vecavghtit! Pull
away!"

“Huosh! Quigley will hear!”

“It must be a whale!”

“It's too eold for any
fish.”

“Or a skate!”

“Sh-h-h-h!”

Amid such exclamations the tree was
safely pulled in at the window, and the
girls stood flushed and panting "round it.

A white paper parcel was fastened
amid the branches. Lou opened it with
an air of triumph.

“Candy!" said Claire, who was noled
for her love of sweets. “Where in the
world did it come from *"

“From Mrs. Meflit's, of course.”

“But the money ?”

Sue shook her head mysteriously.

“] know,” exciaimed her sister. *It
was that gold quarter you wore that
Loisy Burton gave you. You were go-
ing to keep it alwaysa.

“Well,” answered Sue, heroically. I
didn't know then that 1 was coming to
spend Christmas in tne cave of u Grif-
finess.”

Joan pressed her friend's hand, for she
knew what the sacrifiee had been, and I
may as well say here that she found
means the next day of redeeming the
keepsake from Mrs. Moflitt and giving it
back to Sue, doubly precious for the mdld-
ed memories.

The tree was placed upon a table in
the middle of the room, and firmly wedg-

iing but a frost-

number or articles for the tree. Claire
cut stars from gilt paper and fastened
them aut the ends of the limbs, while
Joan jauntily tied up the cookies with
bits of gay ribbon.

“I #m very sorry,” Sue remarked,
“thai there is a bite out of my conkie.
Bat Grif was looking at me, und I had
to tnke one mouthful. I think it rather
improves the shape, and I am going to

it out,” urged |

| to enter the house.

mark it for Claire, as she Is an artist
und will appreciate that!™

At last everything was arranged, and
Joan went after Putty, while the others
1 lit the candles.

“It is too bad, girls,” suid Sue, “not to
bave the mistress of the house. "Here's
for her, teo.”

She whisked a chair into the fioor,into
it dumped a couple of pillows, and with
the heip of shawils and dresses, produ-
ced the grotesque figure of a4 woman in-
most less time than it takes to tell.

Claire, who wis a capitul band at a
likeness, seized a eravou and boldly
drew the faee, without for an instant
cousidering the pillow-slip. Lou putthe
finishing touch by tucking a liniment
bottle under the folded arms of the fig-
ure.

“Now she is saying, *Young ladies,
sweets ip your youth may be sours in
your age.' Isn't it eapital 2"

Little Patty came in, neurly frighten-
ed out of ber small wits, but none the
less delighted for all that.

“Oh, it's splendid!” she eried, softly.
“It’s better thun Fourth of July and
Juck-downings.”

The dark fir-tree did look very pretly
with its golden stars and half-a-dozen
eandle-ends, which glowed and shown as
Christmas-candles should; the four
cookies and Lhe five bags of candy; the
little bundles in gay papers and the
white crape searf draped gracefully over
a couple of boughs. And [ dare say
thst the girls never enjoyed any of the
fine teees which they had at home more
than tihjs one which they had gotien up
by themselves; and [ fear that it must
be confessed that there was added for
the time being a very pleasant spice
from the very mischief «f the amfair.
But tne trouble with this part was that
it niude them somewhat ashamed after-
| ward, us we shall see,

| A preity sight, too, were the four—

yes, the live young girls, their faces
flusiaed with health and fan. They all
talked ut once; they made numberless
harwless jokes, that ean no more be told
than soda water can be carried about in
& tuwoler,

It was well for thewn that Miss Quig-
ley’s room was at the other end of the
house, and that Sally, the cook, was so
sound asleep: for, although somebody
at every thivd word eried “hush!" they
could not help making a great deal more
noise than they imagined.

“Du you suppose there is anybody
aslecp 1o the house ¥ asked Lou.

“1 scarcely think it possible,” Claire
answered.

“1 mean do you think there are any
who ought to beasleep ?”

“Yes,” Joan said, dryly.
five.”

Sue dressed for Santa Claus by put-
ting on all the girls’ furs, fastening upon
her head a muff with a feather duster
jauutily sticking out of the top, and
blacking an immense puir of mustaches
upon her plump face.

“My dear friends,” she said, standing
by the tree, “I had not much trouble to
get here, for I scented the house from
the North Pole, but I did find it difficult
Miss Quigley keeps
too huge fires for me to try the chimneys;
a Grifliness guarded the doors, and had
not that fine young man, Tommy Twinx,
showed me the way by the window I
fear I should not have got in at all
which would have beem very hard on
me, my dears, for the sight of your beau-
ti-ful fuces warms my blood like a was-
sail bowl. My speech must ve short,
my lovely darlings, on account of the
shortness of the candles, which is owing
to the warm sammer’s muking the white
bears so scarce. Bat, if the gifts are
not as fine as some I've brought you,
they mean quite as much, and I am sure
1 wish you a merry Christmas and a
happy New Year, with less liniment
and more liberty "

This speech was received with great
applause, and the distribution of gifts
began. Sue dextrously pulled a label
from the cookie Claire had hung for her,
and culled it for Patty, who was S0 eéx-
cited that she nearly sirangled herself
by trying to eat it, and, at the same time,
laugh at Claire for sitting down upon
her bitten one.

“What! that lovely white erape scarf
for me?” exclaimed Lou, as it wus hand-
ed to her. “Who could have given it te
me? And it isn't 20 much worn, except
in the creases and the places where it's
been tied; and, if I wear the sviled side
out, it will do nicely for pearl color.”

Patty scarcely understoord the fun,
and looked a little shocked until Claire
rejoined:

“It is a surprise I planned for you,
dear. It is a great sacrifice, for it was
so convenient to tie around the cat's
neck. 1t is finest Cantou crape, and 1
think the pinholes give it an air very
dis—dis—mercy! somebody say distin-
guished in French.”

But. aside from this good natured
banter. there were whispered lithle kind-
ly wurds of thanks for Knick-knacks,
wiich showed the loving thoughts of
the givers. Patty had long ago lergot-
tess il about her mistress and the prob-
abie consequences if she should be dis-
ecoversd in this unheéard of transgres-
gion, and was in a state of bewildering
blis+ over the ribbons and pictures that
it been bestowed upon her.

“Am I to keep them for my truly
own?" she usked, “or is it only play
give?”

*They are your truly own,” Joan re-
plied. “There is no make believe about
"

“And that splendid ribbon, too?”
Patty said, half to herself. -“I'm as good
as Sally, now.”

All laughed at ber simplicity, but I
think they were all touched to see how
easily they had been able to make the
child happy.

At last the tree wus bare und the can-
dles all burned out, but the one piece
that Joan had providently laid aside.

Fach of the girls took a bit of the fir
as 4 memento, and sadly they threw the
tree out of the window.

What girl bbt has a quantity of such
trilling keepsakes luid away—a pr
flower, & bit of ribbon, a favor from the
German. & rude drawing—worthless
things enough, that still have the power
of calling up old memories, sweeter for
being mellowed by time. Do you think
the girls ever came across that dried

“Here are

ed with books, For lights they had

branch of fir in after years without see-
ing again the ole room at Miss Quigley’s,
the little tree, and hearing the far echo
of the laughter and fun.

But at this moment it was something
more substantinl than an echo which
they heard.

“Be cureful how you put down that
window,” Joan had said, but the warn-
infl was too late.

Bang! The sash fell with a noise
loud enough, it seemed to them, to wake
the whale town of Brunswick.

“Now you've done it! Patty get un-
der the bed! Throw those furs inte the
closet!”

“l hear the smell of the breathof a
Grifliness!™

But no footsteps approached, and the
panic gradually subsided, and the fun
went on again.

“Girls,” siaid Joan, holding up a pack-
age that she had taken from her trunk,
“for days I have gone about with an
awful secret locked in my breast; ever
sinee I truded all my stamps for
this! The time for revelation has come.
The midnight bell tolls, Sisters of the
mystic circle— o />

They never quite knew how it hap-
pened, but as the lust word the string
broke and the nuts rattled to the floor
in a perfect shower. At the same in-
staut a step was heard in the passage.
Joan seized Patty and by main strength
pushed her under the bed, seating her-
self on the edge of it to conceal the
child’s feet, which would stick out. The
others huddled themselves under the
bedclothes as best they mught, and pro-
tended to be fust msleep. The docr
opened to admit Miss Quigley in a
scanty ecostume, which made her look
even more stern and awful than by day.

“she's beon Lwisting her knob ever
sinee the window fell,” whispered Sne
to Claire, by which it may be inferred
she could not resist the temptation to
peep slyly between her half-closed lide.

“What are you doing, Miss Bramley *”
demuanded the mistress.

“Thinking,” replied Joan, laconically.

“Thinking! What an extraordinary
girl! Why are you not in bed? Didn't
I hear a window fall 2°

“How can I tell what you hear #”

“Did you let o window fall®”

“I let no window fall”™

“Did you throw over a chair?”

“I threw over no chatr.”

“Did you drop a book ?"

“1 dropped no book.”

“Did you drop anything ¥

“I dropped vothing.”

“Did you knock over anything?"

“] knocked over nothing.”

Puoor Joun was too anxious about
Patty’s feet to have any clear idea of
what she was saying.

“You are very impertinent” began
Miss Quigley; but she caught sight of
the figure of herself, which none of them
had remembered to pull over. “What'™
she excluimed. “A figure of me! With
a bottle too? I thought you better bred.
And it does notin the least look like me.
I never should know who it was meantl
for.”

Thiz was too much. Sue could con-
tain herself no longer. She burst into
4 perfeet shout of laughter, in which the
others joined, all save Patty. who was as
frightened as a mouse in & trap.

“Miss Taylor,” demanded ths indig-
nant mistress, advancing with a great
rushing of peanuts under ber feet, what
does this mean? What is that on your
fuce "

But Sue could do nothing but laugh
and laugh and laugh, and Miss Quigley,
whose knob, after all, may have been
rather loosely twisted that night, could-
n't help laughing, too, at the fair fice all
streaked with black from the mustaches
and surrounded by a tangle of golden
hair. Miss Quigly hastened t) pre-
serve her dignity by a precipitate re-
treat.

“Young ladies,” she said, in her grand-
est manner, “you will bring me & trans-
lation of the frst fifty lines of the sec-
ond book of the /Eneid to morrow.

Without another word she left them
to put the room to rights, send Patty
trembling to her attic, and get to bed
themselves.

As all were young and healthy, and
very tired beside, [ do not know that
they sleptany less soundly than usual,
but they awuke with somewhat troubled
winds that Christmas morning.

“It is not the getting into scrapes, but
the getting out,” Sue remarked, doleful-
ly,as she paused in her boot-lacing to
crack and eat a stray peanut; and they
all agreed with her. o

However, as we saw at the beginning
of this story, if the reader is Kkind
enough to remember, they concluded to
make the best of things, and hounestly to
acknowledge their faull.

Before their dinner the tasks were all

completed, even to Claire’s, and deliver-
ed to Miss Quigley with what Sue called
“truly edifying penitence” .
Miss Quigley smiled benignly at their
contrition. :
“] am sure, my dear voung ludies”
she said, “I am happy that you are will-
ing to own your fault. I am not so har -
hearted but you might have had yo r
fun for the asking; but never mind th t
now. Ithought you would be lonel,
and [ kad asked Deacen Woodard to take
you down to Bath in his chaise this af-
ternoon. I am very glad you have done
your tasks so that you can go.”

“Girls!" eried Lou, as soon as they
were out of “the presence,” “isn't my
hair all burned off? Such coals of fire!
And after that image, too!”

I leave it to your imagination to paint
their ride; but be sure they had a glori-
ous time, and all fell in love with Dea-
con Woodard, who might have been
grandfather to any of them. And that
pight, when tney went up stairs to bed,
Sue burst out with:

“The blessed old Quigley! If her
breath is as strong as a monsoon, her
heart isn't so bad, after all. She is terri-
bly hard on the candy question; but
that's only patural, perhaps. Catch me
ever calling her a Grifliness again!”
And so said they all

Twenty Yearsa Sufferer.
Dr. R. V. P1ErcE:
Dear Sir—Twenty vears ago I was
shipwrecked on the Atlantic Ocesn, and
the cold.and exposure causad a large at-
cess to form on each leg, which Kkept
continually discharging. After spend-
ing hundreds of dollars, with no benefit,
I was pursumsded to try your Golden
Medical Discovery, and now, in less
than three months after taking the Grst
bottle, I am thankful to say I am com-
pletely cured, and for the first time in
ten years can put my left heel to the
ground.
I am, sir, yours respectfully,
WirLiax RYDpeg,
87 Jefferson Street, Buffalo, N. Y.

A large and well-selected stock of
Confections for the Holidays,
10-3t at McMoxies',




